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Major Financial Grant Buoys up our Work
Your Board is delighted to announce that a grant of just over $3,000 was
received recently from the Kingston Squadron of the
Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons. It will pay for 6 new
mooring buoys and 600’ of line.
POW had made an application for support explaining that
our buoys serve both the dive community and the boating
and sailing communities at large, making for safer waters all round.
Our moorings are placed with a declaration to boaters expressed through a
procedure called NOTSHIP, which allows the Canadian Coastguard to announce
their location. Since our buoys meet all legal requirements and they are highly
visible this makes it easier for mariners to avoid them. They serve much better
than jugs or other improvised line floats, which are both difficult to see and
represent a significant threat of entanglement to passing boats.
A letter of appreciation has been sent to the appropriate Bridge. If you see a
boat flying the CPS flag (illustrated above) give them a polite salute and say, ‘Thank
you”.

Have YOU renewed your
membership ?
POW is heavily dependent on
members’ subscriptions. Every
membership counts...
If you have been hesitating
about renewing, please do so
no longer - and sign up today.
Remember, it’s easy and it can
be done online. Visit Canada
Helps to pay your annual
subscription now.

Divers of G.L.U.E. Help too
POW is also immensely grateful to the original members of the now disbanded
Great Lakes Underwater Explorers, who elected to contribute outstanding funds in
their bank account to our work. The sum of nearly $500 will be put to good use.
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Rumours of a new shipwreck surface…
Rumours of a new shipwreck are abroad in Kingston. First brought to attention by Explorer
Diving, it seems that Steve Flaherty discovered it whilst transiting known local sites. His curiosity
about an object observed on his depth sounder during charter trips led him to make an exploratory
dive.
In a Facebook post of November 2017, Dan Haslip of Explorer Diving published video suggesting
that the wreck was that of the Eureka, now lying on the bottom in 120 feet of water. No location
information was provided. If it is a new discovery, and proven to be the Eureka, it is likely to be not
far off the western shore of Simcoe Island. This is where the report available online in the Maritime
History of the Great Lakes website suggests she foundered on November 1st, 1883.
The report, from a contemporary newspaper, states that she was carrying a cargo of coal and
under the command of a Captain Chambers. Leaving Oswego for Kingston at 12:30 on the last day
of October, she was caught by a stiff Sou’ Easterly gale. Already filling up by the time she reached
the Duck Islands, with all hands at the pumps, she was lost within sight of the Simcoe Light before
daybreak. Fortunately, despite the wind, waves, weather and undoubted chill, the Captain and his
six crew reached land safely in a small boat.
POW will be following this story closely to see if the site can be made accessible to the wider
diving community.

The Costs of Mooring a Wreck…
POW gets a lot of suggestions from divers during the season about wrecks they’d like to see
moored
We consider all of them carefully, and we base decisions on various factors. One key
consideration is the cost of mooring any given site. Our concern to protect wrecks from anchor
damage and the unintentional destruction that can be caused by tying-in means that a concrete
anchor block has to be provided as a first step. Occasionally, these can be re-purposed from existing
sites, but this is rarely the case. When you can move a block, it’s no mean feat
(displacement aside) to move a lump of concrete that can weigh up to 4,000
MOORING COSTS
lb.
Buoy
$321
Then, there’s the actual mooring supplies involved. A look at the box on
Line (100’)
$178
the left should lead you to thinking about how many memberships it takes to
Tackle
$80
pay for a mooring, without considering purchase / movement of a block. We
Signage
$60
are very fortunate that local charter operators make no charge for assistance
TOTAL
$639
Read more about our decision-making on mooring placements here.
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Annual General Meeting - 2018
The Board is pleased to announce that the Annual General Meeting for 2018 will take place on
Sunday, May 6th, commencing at 2 pm. The venue is the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 631 at 4034
Bath Road in Kingston.
The Meeting will open with an illustrated talk by Jim Kozmik. Details appear elsewhere in this
newsletter. Members are welcome to bring a guest to this session, but seating priority will be given to
POW members. Formal proceedings will follow and this session is open only to members in good
standing.
Please support this event. Your interests are important to the Board. Saying which, if you have strong
opinions and want to see change, step up for service on the Board. There are at least two positions
open for Directors. Nominations / Applications for these positions should be sent to
info@powkingston.org before the AGM. None will be accepted from the floor on the day.
Members who are unable to attend, may nominate a proxy (who may be a member of the Board),
but must notify their intention to do so in advance, identifying their proxy and signing a statement to
that effect.

Canadian Divers take the dive honours at Beneath the Sea
Jill Heinerth and Nathalie Lasselin, both proud Canadians, received well-earned recognition this year at
the largest consumer dive show in North America. Beneath the Sea takes place annually in Secaucus
NJ and hosts more than 300 exhibitors and 70 workshops and seminars.
On the Saturday night of the Show, internationally respected awards are presented to industry leaders
and individuals making a major contribution to diving.
Jill Heinerth was recognised as Diver of the Year. Heinerth is a famous underwater film-maker, with a
strong reputation amongst cave divers. She originally studied Fine Arts at York University and is today
the Royal Canadian Geographic Society’s Explorer in Residence. She has authored works on
Rebreathers
Nathalie Lasselin was inducted into the Divers Hall of Fame. Her underwater film projects have taken
her to more than 50 countries and she has dived cave systems on all five continents.
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Our Guest Speaker for the 2018 AGM - Jim Kozmik
Jim Kozmik has made an active contribution to over 260
motion pictures, commercials, documentaries and underwater
television shows over the last 30 years.
This Canadian cameraman has been involved recently with
National Geographic and Discovery Channel assignments, along
with Sport Diver, Undersea Explorer and The Blue Realm TV series,
which is almost constantly available on one cable channel or
another, including currently in our region, the Animal Channel.
As a proud member of the International Association of
Cinematographers, he has worked alongside Hollywood A-list stars
like Sylvester Stallone, Sharon Stone, Jackie Chan , Michael
Douglas and Charlie Sheen.
He is
renowned for his position at the cutting
edge of imaging science, employing cameras from industry-leading
manufacturers like RED and others.
His talk to our members will include some recent work and examples of projects
of which he’s personally most proud, perhaps including footage from the
legendary Truk Lagoon.
Jim led the team which supported the Virtual Museum Project which POW cosponsored last year. He and others captured underwater footage of some of
our best known local wrecks that will be seen in due course by a very wide
international audience.

Sign up early for a

FREE

dive charter...

Anne and Harold at Kingston Dive Charters, long-time supporters of Preserve Our Wrecks, have generously
offered to take 12 divers out to the Glendora on the afternoon of Sunday, June 3rd. The first 12 members to bid for a place by
sending an e-mail to info@powkingston.org, telling us in which year POW was formed will be notified of success. Bids will only be
accepted from members of POW in good standing ( i.e. dues paid for 2018 ).
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Diver Profile - an Occasional Feature
Matt Charlesworth

is to move on to extended range diving and exploitation
of the opportunities that diving with Helitrox brings.
When questioned about the value of local diving,
Matt explains that he loves being able to make shore
dives that access all sorts of sites. Even better, by boat
there are a whole lot more. He describes Kingston’s
wrecks as World class and even after 10 years exposure
to them he says that he always finds something new to
film.

Matt Charlesworth is a Canadian Armed Forces
member with an Army background. He started diving
with Lett’s Dive in Newmarket, Ontario in 1990 after a UN
tour in Namibia. His open water dives, and a later AOW
course, were completed in Tobermory the same year.

As far as equipment goes, Matt is very fond of his
Olympus (EPM-1) mirrorless camera rig with 8mm fisheye
lens. He usually complements his still imagery with video
from a free-running GoPro 6 mounted axially. He’d like to
take more video, but explains that he hates the editing
process that getting good results demands.

Financial constraints kept him out of scuba until 2004.
Posted locally, he took a refresher course with the now
defunct Northern Tech Diver. Asked about the attractions
of the sport, he’s uncertain. He loves the fact that every
dive is different and that conditions around the World are
very varied. He’s also an avid photographer, who’s never
seen underwater without his camera set-up these days.

As much as he loves his diving, and the photography
that goes along with it, Matt is quick to comment that he
loves the company of dive buddies and others associated
with the sport. He gives back to the dive community with
instruction delivered since 2008 as an ACUC Instructor
and, since 2016, as an instructor with PADI.

His occupation often involves travel. That’s opened
up several dive opportunities, including the chance to
dive in Okinawa, Japan, where he reports there’s an
impressive range of diving delights. Thinking ahead, he
lists a secret desire to retire to Victoria, BC, where the
diving might result in never wanting to move again.
However, before that happens, he has a short list of
desired dive destinations, including Iceland, the Cenotes
of the Mayan Riviera and Bonaire, which will be a return
visit.
Matt’s ready for new dive challenges and he’s begun
training with TDI in decompression procedures. His goal

A favourite shot - taken in
Bermuda in December 2017
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Looking Back at 2017 - Quite a Year
It’s unlikely that many of us can remember conditions on
Lake Ontario quite like we experienced in 2017.
The high water levels, that none of us could fail to
notice, resulted from the highest levels of precipitation over
the Lake Ontario basin in the five month period January July since records began. Larger than normal inflows from
Lake Erie only exacerbated the issue.
The situation, likely at its worst just as charter operators
prepared to launch, was quite dire in some locations. Gas docks were inundated. Floating decks, that
had never been designed to allow the range of movement experienced, failed in many marinas.
Overall, the situation represented considerable unforeseen costs to many businesses.
Of course, there’s always a silver lining. Many divers seized the
opportunity, visiting favourite wreck sites, to record their deepest
ever dives on them. Otherwise, from the in-water perspective, the
situation wasn’t really
problematic at all.
What should we expect in
2018 ? A forecast issued by
NOAA and the US Army
Corps of Engineers in
February stated that, “levels
on Lake Ontario will remain at
or slightly above their
monthly average levels.” Of
course, only time will tell. It
does seem to be the case
that we’re getting quite a lot of precipitation this year too.
One other interesting sidenote. The author notices that,
compared to recent years, the Lake water temperature is about
4° F colder than usual at this time of year. That’s good for
keeping algae down and the visibility up. Go diving !
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Kingston welcomes ABUCS Scuba to the City…
POW is pleased to add another Dive Centre to the local facilities.
Helen Cooper owns and manages ABUCS. She has been involved in the
regional dive community since 1990. In those days, living in Toronto, Helen and her
husband Dave used to dive Kingston from their zodiac and hang out at Limestone
Dive Centre. Lots of things have changed since those good old days.
In 1994, they opened up Brockville’s first dive shop, moving into the charter business the following
year. They operated a boat and ran a compressor at the west end of town whilst the premises they
shared went through several owner / managers before becoming the dive centre we see today on Water
St in 2004.
Tragically, in 2000, Dave was lost in a diving accident on the JB King. Helen, helped and supported
by the dive community, has made the promotion of diving in Ontario Dave’s legacy for the World.
Recently, besides running the original centre for 14 years, and running 4 boats successfully on the St
Lawrence, Helen saw an opportunity to work in the Kingston dive community. She is keen to restore local
diving to the vibrancy and level of activity that she and Dave experienced in the 1990s.
Helen’s daughter, Emily, opened the doors of ABUCS Scuba Diving Centre at 55 Rigney Street, on July
29th last year. The Centre offers a full mixed gas station, gear sales, servicing and rentals and was
pronounced a PADI dive facility in the Fall.
Charters are currently offered through Pat’s Diving and with Steve Flaherty. Helen has an aspiration
too to add a Kingston dive boat to the ABUCS fleet.
ABUCS Kingston is a friendly, customer-oriented operation. The aim of which is to get more divers
under the local waters and to draw the community together, creating a strong unit capable of generating
changes that will lead to more and better support for local diving.
Helen, working with a few key people, has founded The Kingston Underwater Network to focus on
building the diving community by demonstrating high levels of activity and active marketing. The
network plans to promote local wreck sites with
information and, possibly a shore dive map of
Helen - teaching Mermaid
the area.
Class in Brockville..

The inaugural event is planned for May 26th
with a harbour clean up followed by a social at
the Tavern. Check out
www.kingstonunderwaternetwork.com for the
latest information.
Helen looks forward to working with POW and
the whole Kingston dive community. She wants
divers to know, if you need something - just ask.
If ABUCS doesn’t have it - they will get it.
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Looking for Dive Services ?
Here’s a reminder of where to find dive services in and around the Kingston area.
POW attempts to keep these details up to date. If you find errors, or become aware
of a change in contact details for any of the following, please let us know. We want to
see the maximum support for local businesses that respect the environment and
uphold the aims of our Organisation.

Dive Equipment / Training
ABUCS Kingston, 55 Rigney Street, Kingston ✆ 613 483 8405
CFB Kingston Dolphin Scuba Club (Training Only)
Canadian Sports Subs, 51 S Pinnacle St, Belleville ✆ 613 966 8903
Dive Tech Mallorytown, 1624 Highway 2 East, Mallorytown, ✆ 613 923 1992
Explorer Diving, 2214 Paul Boulevard, Kingston ✆ 613 328 5467 / 613 214 1292

Dive Charters
Kingston Dive Charters at Collins Bay, ✆ 613 532 6548
Pat’s Charters at Treasure Island, ✆ 613 548 8949

Dive News and Opportunities Beyond Kingston
POW members are all keenly appreciative of the dive opportunities that we enjoy in local waters. We
do recognise though that Ontario has much more to offer divers, in a wide variety of locations. We
recommend that you browse the website run by Save Ontario Shipwrecks, the Province-wide wreck
preservation organisation with a mission very similar to our own. They produce excellent guides to many
sites.
It’s also well worth taking a look at the information published by Parks Canada on the Fathom Five
National Marine Park off Tobermory.
Finally, it’s good to mention an initiative that was launched recently to promote diving more widely.
The site is in its early days, but it’s gaining support and attention. This is Divehub. Have a look and see
whether you can help the site grow by contributing your information and feedback.
To keep up with scuba news in Canada, don’t forget to bookmark the Scuba News Canada website.
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